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PART II
Population
Where Washington's People Live

Because of the influences of topography, climate, accessibility and recent
industrialization, Washington's population is distributed unevenly throughout
the state. Over two-~thirds of the psople live in the westerm portion, concen-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound., The Olympic Mountaing
and Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand out as
sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamette~Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbla River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state, Ii con-
tains a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling,
glacial drift plains,

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic cone
ditions cause a generally clusiered pattern of population settlement in eastern _
Washington, Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Olcanogan Highlands s the Blue Honntains and the Selkirks have but few people.
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are thin]y aehtled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the ira-
rigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the
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uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly disiributed
population. The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricul=
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washingion,

Crowth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British and Amerisan ez~
peditions hetween 1602 arnd 1an it no gattlement accurrad until 1810. Curnore
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ship of the area was disputed by America and CGreat Britain. 4 compromise, the
Jolnt Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders
and settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interests (the Norih-

wast Company asmd the Hodsonl's Bay annnnv\ established fur trading poste at

Spokans and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by
the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1805) and by the settlements at Fort Spokane,
Okanogan and Astoris by the Pacific Fur Company. The British increased thelr
influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and

Fort Nisqually between 1824 and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, elthough permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson's Bay Com=
pany which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly. :

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
1840ts changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Unhinddred by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders,
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The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, which
gave the United States the presentimrsaiof Washington and established the
Canadian boundary aes it exists today., Oregon Territory (including all of the
present state of Washington) was:createdin 1848 by Congress, with its capitol
in Salem, Oregon. ©Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Monticello .
Convertion in present Longview, Washington, mnd asked for a separate terrjitorial
.government, Washington Territory was created March 2, 1&51, with a ecapitol at
Ut 3 Olympia on l?ugetr Sound. ﬁisaap F.-Shevens: was appointed as Governor. 4
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THE SYMBOLS USED ON THIS MAP ARE
THREE-DIMENSIONAL. THE FQLLOWING
EXAMPLES HLUSTRATE THE SCALE USED
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Feure 6,- DISTRIRUTION OF POPULATION IN WAS
Office, Washington State Census T
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The 19401950 decade brought the greatest incresse in Washington history.
Primarily an overlend movement of laborers to new defense industrigs, it rew
gulted in an increase of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districte in King, Plerce, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the -

: Federal atomic works in Benton County,
Urban and Rural Pobula‘aion

In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural areasesin

villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,47F of the population of Washington, or

0.8 percent, were iiving in urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census
definition of "urban® which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,

1,513,166 persons, or 63.Z eroent, were living in urbsn areas, And over 52

parcent lived in three standexrd metropoliten areas comprised of Ssattle

Tacoma, Spokane snd their surrounding suburban cities end towns. Thie trend
followa the national pattern,

Table 1.~ Population of Washington The rural population is predeme
18601955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
o 602,026 persons who live in the coune
- t tat do not operate farms, The
—??f? ngl}} a“fign rufgél farm population dee_reas;d abaut
1860 11,59 p
10 ’ numbered only 273,771, or 11.5 percent
, 1880 75,116 of the state’s total 1950 pop
. population
%ggg é{%’%%%  of 2,378,963, As a result of the
’ farm~tow.oity trend in Washington,
. 1910 1:11‘13290 sbout one person in ten is living on -
1920 1,356,621 a farm and about six persons cut of
| %ggg %’g%’ggg, ten are living in a town or city - -
| 2109 Jarger than 2,500
| 1950 2,378,963 € »500s
1955 2,580,000 Acoording to the 1955 estimates
Sources: U.S, Census, Population; gntﬁa%ggmggggscﬁa‘%:a%m: ;‘m
Washinghon Stcte Census v hingt
Board, April 1, 1955 ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),

Spekane (182,000}, Tacoma (156,000
‘Eétﬁna?ag |  Yakima (h3_,q60'), Vancouver (h1:950_:
Bellingham (35,700), Everett (34,100), Bramerton (32,200), Walla Walla (25,L00)
and Longview (23,500), . .

Population of Island County

igland County population,with the exception of the 192041930 decade, has
gained steadily sines 1863, Eotimated 1955 pepulation was 13,000, the county
| ranking 2hth emong the 30 Washington counties, The density of population is
’ about one porson t¢ sach L0 aciyes or 63 persons per squave mile., Excluding the
. Naval Air Station, the prpulation is enmtireiy rural and is well distributed on
| farms and la rural residenses and towns over both Camanc and Whidbey Islands,
= In general, settlemsnt is heaviest along the Puget Sound shoreiines in emall
poris and shureline settlemente, Oak Harbor, the couniy seat, is the largest
toun with a population of 2,325 in 1957, ’ ' :
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en.rapid gince 1940, . The estgblishment of the

A1y Stat, boﬁi:;jgg ulted inan increase -fyom about :6,100:4n
*to oger 1-‘1,, %y 19:0, -5%nca 1950 expansion of Naval -aviation:gativity
with more .persons szekixig residences and retirgment to hames: on:the

= aggreiines of the 1slaids. e.fpanded%opulation $0.13,000 by 1955. - Improved
~atcesé by hdges from Whidbsy and Canuudo-Islands to .the mainland have also
reslﬁted in more rural sent...emenv,a and rural property developmen't..

: Table 2¢- Popula.tion of Island Uouuty

“Peoroent
Urban
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The' popuiation Qf Islanﬁ_ eimby ig pradominant -rural nomﬂm acaorfiing
the Ceriai ‘of ‘1950, Total ¥iFal nonsfarm pophlation~-those persons living
L tmms ‘ima ‘4n' the' counbry and ‘not on land units classified as farma-~totaled
- 758864 Riiv'al ‘fatm Populatd onssthose persons Aiving on farms~-was emaller,
" mmbering 3,193~ T I950° farm beople made up LO percent of the total popui:
l,ation. 'l‘he farm population of Island . Gounty ranked 25th in the state.
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Ceupeville
Langley
Cak Harbor

Pcpula Tona Tor 157 oes sohinatos of ¥
J Censup . Boa 1%513@,563' 5y 1957
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Nea,rly half of the rural agmﬁam geople 1ive in. three moorporated towne
uhieh have been:growing in giges 81930,  Coupeville,. farming center and
restdentiel area, has grown-with: ‘census, By 1957 1t was cstimated to have
680 ‘inhabitants, Oak Harbor, thq ‘county seat and the trade and residential
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area for the large number of pecple stationed at Whidbey Naval Air Station, hae
grown rapidly since 19L0. It went up frem 376 in 1940 to an estimated 2,325
in 1957, Langley, a retirement vesidential area and & farm trade center, has
grown steadily, Most of the unincerporated villages in the county sush as
Utsallady, Camano, Fresland and San de Fuca have grown from the resent influx
of people seeking swmmer or retirement homes, :

Typical of many counties of the western United States, Island County has
been a melting pot of immigrants from many foreign lands, Qood farming land
at low prices attracted meny immigrants frem Canada, Norway, Sweden, Germany
and the British Islea before 1690, Nearly a third of the settlems before 1890
were foreigneborn, From 1690 to 1920 there was a significant immigration of
farm people born in Holland, By 1920 Hellanders were the largest foreignsbern
group followed by Scandinavians and Germans, In 1920 over one-fifth of the
vopulation were foreign~bern. By 1950 immigration frem Europe and Canada had
decreased and foreigneborn residents amounted to only 8 percent of Island
Countyts inhabitants, The Hollanders had a great influence on the agriculturel
development of the county through their farming practices in dairying, poultyy
raising and horticuliure im the northern part of Whidbey Island,

Table L.= Foreign-Born thite Population, Island County
. 1890, 1920 and 1950 . . '

Country of Birth 16890+ 1920 | 1950
England and Walese..es| L9| 76| 69
Scotiand........u.u.. 22 18| 18
Northern Irelandessese! == -e 1
Ireland (Eire)essessse | 23 a| 10
Nomayottlooooco.o¢¢00‘ 119 22!‘1 }l‘l}
Sweden......u....-.u 40 186 105
Demrkeogao¢¢-¢ooo¢oc 9 m 38
NetherlandSOOOOooocoto - 283 m
Mtﬁﬂlmcoooo.ooo-- 5 9 bt
FMMQQOCGQIUOUQQQQQQQ i . 3 3
Gm..o-oo-a.a-ono- 39 i3 59
Po}-anduu.u.......-- - 1 h
Czeohoslovakia..nuu badad b 2
Austriaooootatttcooco. [l 8 3
Yugoalavz.‘.a............ e 1l 2
Russia (UoSoSoRo)ooooo 20 6 2
Finland.a...o....n-u - 5‘4 19
Iﬁh..GOOOIO..'QCOQOQ i . 6 i
Gane.da-French...u.... - 10 8
Canada-other..... *s2sde 135 lhz 207
ALl other countries...| 95| 17| 58

Totals | 5591 1,250 | 66k
Percent foreign-born 31 23 8

[ - P s | 44

Jources U,3, Oensus, Population .



s e - ab’el . -oislafd Gounty, Washingtonm - 7

st ;msu_zg'ﬁgri eulturé fe:ibhd-léadings. éccﬁ;gafeiqhmnu.'[sland County: ~Abodt:2li:percent
b “Hhdatitbal workers: Who:Ars %eﬁ?ﬁmp&maﬁor*em«aalamea shd wages are in

¢ ggrieulture;. Goverament work LoRihe Uy Si/Navy and other federal:and state
N ﬁ_agggci:esmnd,,m&see:k ane*eus smlééb‘ azewother maaor :E‘ields or enploymbnt,

%
M=
g‘
R
<
S e B
O
g
X3
L
. o
o
Bl
A
.ty
:b
9{
.
: o
%
@
LF:Y
g
£ 4
[}

saur 26€, As a whole, thevsmp_éyﬁénﬁ ~Gf 4o labor feﬁée ia wéﬂ&vw&i—
‘ oI the last 15 years. agr:cu’hbure has declined as an employment field,
2 ?&&ﬁ@ﬁims -fatming.fconbinddi-d#ithe Qﬁxéx‘mfenﬁx coﬁs’tmet.ion -aid. m&ﬁufacturing work ¢

: he:g&aaeonﬁes.and Evené‘bt "ﬁnd? :

ﬂg‘l.‘g,ﬂ.lﬂ‘lm."..-ﬂ

g ing oo
C-Ollsﬁfﬁc%%. s eesvsosndes g g’

: : ransp ortat:&en :

'-',E;Be'bail and wh@;lq,gal&;r‘ﬁ_(tior&eh

Miscellancbus Servicessyivirerii - 2&3 ‘ :
. _ll"gxblic administratior (govérnment - .. i s
S emplomenu)ﬂ'ioaa%u.o-o!‘m.oaﬁ twnégg . '106 ‘r;f h35 1569
o~ O'l‘-her mplomeﬁt sepdresas - L 01 n sruw fh?j' T 3‘9 ” : - 88 Oh. <
Al Somgee' !& B éen’s:ixg ,: Pamz_l_a;tiéix T
=; : : ’."‘ "3. ’!“ B L " AT B2 TFEEIE S S P i:f"::f' "VJ‘-"""”

I X

g maoengnaomi =
’ Ser¥ices ' -

wrmrn H

‘A hr £}
S TAt
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(Based on U.5, Census of Population, 1950}




